
LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT

P.A.S.:  Street and Alley Vacation #02010 DATE: September 4, 2002
Madison Street (in Walton), south of “A” Street

PROPOSAL: To vacate a portion of the street adjacent to the petitioners lot to
accommodate the existing house.

LAND AREA: 2,376 square feet, more or less (18' x 132').

CONCLUSION: The street circulation is existing and will continue.  The Comprehensive
Plan does not show local streets or require a 60' Right of Way for local streets, thus the
finding that this is generally in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.

RECOMMENDATION:  Generally Conforms to the Comprehensive Plan

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The west 18' of Madison Street adjacent to Lot 19, in the
northwest quarter of Section 31-T10N R-8-E, in Walton,
Lancaster County, NE.

LOCATION: Generally located west of Madison Street (aka S. 117th Street) and
one lot south of  “A” Street.

APPLICANT: Matthew and Briana Graham 
6740 Panama Road
Hickman, NE 68372
(402) 792-3053

and 

eleven electors residing within ten miles of the vicinity of the request.

CONTACT: Same

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  

North: Residential R-2, Residential
South: Agriculture AG
East: Residential R-2
West: Residential and Agriculture AG, R-2
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: The Comprehensive Plan shows this
area as Urban Residential, within the Tier I future service limit. Priority “B”. This is in the
area of future city growth. The Plan states;

“A Balanced Transportation System.   Transportation planning in Lincoln will be guided by the principle
of balancing needs and expectations.  It will recognize that transportation is a means to the goal of a
unified, liveable, and economically strong community, and not an end in itself.  Thus, the system will
effectively move people and goods around the community, while minimizing impacts on established
neighborhoods and investments.  The concept of balance also applies to methods of transportation.  While
the system must function well for motor vehicles, it should also establish public transportation, bicycling,
and walking as realistic alternatives now and in the future.”  (Pg F 87)

HISTORY: The west 18' of Madison street abutting the lot to the north of this lot, was
approved for vacation in September of 1994.

The area was zoned A-2, Single Family Dwelling District until it was updated to R-2,
Residential during the 1979 zoning update.

Walton was established in 1880.

UTILITIES:    There is expected to be an existing water line in the street, similar to the one
noted in the vacation of the road to the north. Walton SID serves water to the town.

TRAFFIC ANALYSIS:   Madison Street (117th Street) is a local street.

ANALYSIS:

1. This is a petition to the County Board for a vacation of the west 18' of Madison St.
right-of-way adjacent to Lot 19 I. T. Walton, Nebraska. Lot 19 is a 143 x 72' lot with
the narrow side to the street.

2. The dwelling currently exists into the road right-of-way. Street vacation would help
clear title.  If the building is ever replaced, font yard setbacks would apply from the
new street right-of-way.

3. Madison Street is a county gravel street along the east side of the ROW and house.

4. The existing gravel road is not a direct connection to the grain elevator and appears
to serve local residential traffic only.

5. The Subdivision design standards require a 60' R-O-W for local streets. The
existing R-O-W is 66'. Approval of the vacation will create a local street of 48'.

6. A water line is expected to exist in the street adjacent to the east edge of the house
- easement should be retained if appropriate. 
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7. The County Engineer does not object, due to the approval of the same request for
the property to the north in 1994. 

8. A reversion provision could be applied that the street right of way would be returned
if the structure is ever removed. One alternative to vacation would be to grant the
applicant use of and a lease to that portion of the right-of-way.

9. This is a County Road in the City three mile jurisdiction and will require approval by
both the City Council and the County Board.

Prepared by:

________________________
Michael V. DeKalb, AICP
Planner 
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